LIMITATIONS ON LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY

of teetotalism, and the people are rather too
likely to attempt to suppress all drinking of
any kind of alcoholic drinks, even the most
innocent. On the other hand, in most parts of
Europe where the people are accustomed to
drinking light wines and beer they do not often
drink to excess. When, in consequence, one
speaks in those countries of temperance reform,
he does not mean teetotalism at all; he means
merely that one ought not to drink spirits or
brandy to excess. It is scarcely expected that
any one will refrain from drinking wine or
beer. In Switzerland, therefore, where they
go so far as to take ten per cent of the net
profits of the state alcohol monopoly for "the
suppression of alcoholism" they do not mean
by temperance preventing people from drink-
ing wine or beer, but merely preventing them
from drinking spirits to so great an extent that
they become common drunkards. In that
country, any one who should attempt by legis-
lation to change the custom of drinking wine
or beer would be looked upon as an extreme
radical, a man without judgment, one who
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